Environment Situation part 5



RAID IN BOHOL
one ton = 6,000 sticks
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100 sacks

30.000 dynam

Largest seizure of blasting powder and
n country

B gbEL
By Emir Emano Gamis
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau

IMUS, Cavite—Authorities seized an
elfvan containing 100 sacks of ammo-
nium. nitrate that could - produce
about 30,000 dynamite ‘sticks, and
detonating cords during a raid on a

warehouse in Julugan, Tanza, Cavite

on Thursday afternoon. =

The rald was conducted by jolng operatives
of the Cavite Maritime Police Special Opera:
tions Team and the Integrated - Bar of the

Philippines—National = Environment Action.

Tensn (IBR-NEAT). [t was the second opera-
tion lixl by the IBP-Neat this yeas.

*This is the largest seizure of blasting pow-
dedand detonating fuse in the histoty of the
coundy. It will paralyze and is meant to para-
lyze the blast fishing industry in the entire
Southern Tagalog area,” said lawyes Antonio
Opbsa Jr.,’ [BPNEAT chait, and Magallapes
Mayor Fllomeno Maligaya, head of the Cavite
Coastal Towns Anti-llkegal Fishing Team Task
Foree Rainbow, in a joiat statement,

Arrested after the raid on the warehouse
were cotple Atexander and Rebecca Ochoa,
ownsers of the congraband, and their driver
Jovito Perido. ¢

Also seized during the raid were five boxes
re o fic and two baxes of primex explo-

défo‘n&fiﬁ-g_ fusei

sdudmugﬁnm wammww

sives with manufasctares’s mark.

Oposa sid the confiscated jtems could dam-
age hundreds of square kiloeters of coml
rects. A bottle of blasting powser is sxid to have
an impact on about 20-sg. t radus, while a gal-
lom has a 50-100 5q. m Smpact. .

Chief Insp. Mario Marasigan, head of the Po-
Yoe Maritime Group in Cavite, ald the Ochoas
owned the wanshouse and truck, which mem-
bess of the Task Force Ralnbow sinsultaneously
raided in Barngay Julugan at around 3 p.m.
based on two search warrangs issued by Judge
Aurelio Icasiafo of the Trecs Martres Ciry

Oposa filed illegal possesslon of explosives
before the provincial prosecutor’s aoffice
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against the three yesterday. .
He sxid they would also file charges

% The Ochoas are reputed to be thy
dealer of blasting caps in Southern
according to Oposa. TR

The Ochoas are also the single bigy

pliet of dynamites to unscrupulaus [

engaged in dynamite fishing in Batan
and Batangas provinces. R
The operation was the resultofao
police surveillance on the couple
warehouse, 2ocording 1o Marasigan.
“Intelligence . (operations) . was
they knew. when {and where]:the
 caps will be delivered,” Oposa sakd. T
“The seized contraband was supposed to be .
brought somewhere in Binondo or Batangas, . |
according to Marasigan. ? P T
“This &5 @ continiing crusade: and we are 3

* gending this messdge: We will not stap undl we

 have broken the reck of the blast fishing indus- *
try. We will bring them to the bar of justice foe '
destroying the unequalled marine wealth ofthe
cauntry” Oposa said.” With areport from Mar-
lon Rainos, PDI Southern [uzon Bureau
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100 bags of explosives seized

NBI agents conduct five simultaneous raids in Medellin, confiscate items worth over P250T
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Blast fishermen
Commercial fishing intrusions
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SENDING A MESSAGE
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Dynamite fisher ordered
to serve as fish warden

Court suspends 5-year sentence, orders him to help enforce law he violated
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4 illégal fishermen

CEBU - Four fisher-
men found guilty of dy-
namite fishing have been
appointed as “fish war-
dens” instead of being
meted prison terms by a
reégional trial court in
Bogo town, which a US-
based environment
: group hailed as “creative
= penology.”

; ) In a statement. the
Washington-based International Network for Environ-
mental Compliance (INEC) said the recent decision of

WA

ati\‘/le nology ™ against illegal fishing,
The mnovation aims not only to penalize illegal

Turn to Page 2

nad fish wardens

JTudge Antonio Marigomen introduced the idea of “cre- |

fishermen, but more importantly, to rehabilitate and |

»
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CREATIVE PENOLOGY

4 illegal romeae s

e very marine
transform them to be protectors of the very mar
environment they once destroyed, said Professor

rwood Zaelke, INEC director general.
Du"h chould serve as a model for other judicial sys-
tems around the world in the handlin of env'x'rgn-
ment and natural resources-related offenses,™ £a-

elke added. -

Fishermen Adrianco llustrisimo, Rosendo Rosale-
jos Jr., Edgar Desabille and Melino Putong plead-
cd guilty to illegal fishing and entered into a plea-
bargaining deal, prompting Marigomen to spare
them from detention and instead ordered them to
be protectors of the sea. ;

As part of the deal, the accused will be fish wardens
once a week for the duration of their two-year prison
term.

As sea guardians, they have joined the Visayvan Sea
Squadron (VS5q) and are now helping put up
marine sanctuaries around the Visayan Sea.

The V5Sq is a group of volunteer citizens
and law enforcement personnel whose aim
is to protect the Visayan Sea, which has the
richest marine resources on earth.

They were arrested last May 19 off the
waters of Sta. Fe while a group of lawyers,
judges, prosecutors and NBI-V5S5q person-
nel was holding environmental law train-
ing at the Bantayan island SEA Camp-

In a seaborne operation, authorities re-
covered evidence of dynamited fish thrown
away by the illegal fishermen.

In & letter to the Supreme Court and the
Department of Justice, environmental law-
yer Antonio Oposa, the leader of the VS8Sq,
congratulated the NBI-VS55q personnel un-
der lawyer Ermie Monsanto, Marigomen
and Cebu Assistant Provincial Prosecutor
Ivy Macias for the decision.

— Freeman News Service
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CEBU CITY - Mdi'lm: Tomas Osmefia has

' offered a P200,000 reward for information

leading to the arrest of the killer of the project
director of the city’s Bantav Dagat program
who was shot outside his
City Wednesday afternoor

The victim, Elpidio “Joj
died at about 7:40 a.m. Hol
Chong Hua Hospital.

He sustained three guns
a caliber .45 pistol - in th
arm, and lower back, with
through his stomach.

The attack affected sor
organs like the pancreas a
De la Victoria's son, Vin
had just arrived from the office on board a

mini-van, his service vehicle, when he heard

gun bursts and then his father calling for help.

Vincent said his father ran toward their
kitchen already wounded. :

He said his father had received several

death threats but took them lightly. The most

recent of these threats was made pubhc afew.

days prior to the attack.
Police found six empty caliber .45 shells
outside the De la Victoria residence in Sitio

_Dawis, Barangay San Roque in Talisay City.
Osmefia, who rushed to the Chong Hua

Hoqpxtal with other city officials upon

learning of the incident, offered a P200,000°

reward for information on De ]a Victoria’s
assailant. .

Police held at least threc taxx dnvers and
brought them to the hospilal for 1denuﬁca—
tion by the witnesses.

One of those held was Roberto Go&ong,

Coc-ong described the man as wearing a

*" He said one angle which the police have
to look into is the controversy on the dosurc
of the Visayan Marine Triangle.: * .
Natuel recalled that De la Victoria, dur-
ing their talks last weck, mentioned the
threats that he had been receiving.

Natuel said he offered De la Victoria a'

police bodyguard, which he declined, report-
edly saying that he was leaving evexyﬁmgto
Divine Providence.

De la Victoria, who held two mncument'

positions as the city’s market administrator

and Bantay Dagat commissioner, had béen”

in the service of the city government for more

than 10 years, starting dunng the term of

former mayor Alvin Garcia. He was also the
resident of the National Association of Fﬁh
Nardens, -

thathe and lawyer Antonio Oposa had been

warned by some of their friends to be extra®

1'," \:
(.: -'r.n

v»ho said the gunman boarded his taxi at | careful as there were many people who w
about 3 p.m. Wednesday near De la Victo-  an
ria’s house.

 at them for mtervemng in commer
fis m% a3 | 14
De la Victoria earlier told reporters tha

on from a friend

De la\tctaiaeddiantole pepeitersdhatr o ki g
he received informatiantthathere sas:= e s
a OneWMlilionreeviadddotiibegesson
who coulltiassassinate rhiam et PO Sau e geay s

onth after the si
» the Visayan
and destructive fo

1paign’ against il}
d the killing. . .,
+of the Visayan S

‘an offshoot of a study done by the Unive

of the Philippines showing that the Visayar

+ 18 considered an over-fished area.

! Local chief executives have signed a |
hoqaddmssed to the Bureau of Fisheries

+ Aquatic Resources to close the Visayan
. rine Triangle o commercial and destm<

forms of fishing.

The dosure has also gamcd the su
some operators, who have realized that
would have a positive impact on the m:
biodiversity of the Visayan Marine Triangle

The Visayan Sea Squadron’s mission
conserve, protect, and restore the Visayarn

Teams of volunteers will assess the |
of compliance with and enforcement o
vironmental laws as well as monitor

* ing facilittes and identify opportunitie
Two days prior to the attack, he admmed ;

intervention. — Liv Campo, Flor Pero
Garry Lao, Jasmin Uy and Fred Langt

_Freeman News Service -
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- Agents score 1 arrest in Hilut:TgaQ, Bantayan, seize chemical used in blast fishing

BY KARLON N. RAMA  Sun.Star Staff Reporter
'® Hilutungan Barangay Captain Alexander
Paclibar was not at home when the NBI

agents arrived but a search of the premises
resuited in the seizure of two bags of

ammonium nitrate

@ Paclibar and 2 associates will face charges
of lllegal possession of explosives

A BARANGAY chief in
Bantayan, Cebu and two
suspected associates will
face charges of illegal pos-

ssion of explosives after a

“We've been monitoring
him for a long time. It is
unfortunate that we missed
him,"” Monsanto said.

Monsanto said an un-
dercover agent was sent to
the island sometime last
month and Paclibar was
still there.

Residents said Paclibar
has gone to seek medical
treatment for a {5l

=~
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FISHERS OF MEN. NB! agents also seized kios of dynamited fish being sundried in Hilutungan,

Virgilio Amorin Sr., 59, his
28-year-old son Virgilio Jr.,
a 14-year-old boy and one
Reynaldo Lumapas, 41.
Two sacks of ammo-
nium nitrate, blasting caps ‘
and ready-to-use fishing |
dynamite were also seized. |
pected, were into the|
manufacture of explosives. \
Paclibar, meanwhile, 1
was believed to be one of {
That Caubian trip was
the last raid that Cebu City |
Bantay Dagat project di- |
rector Elpidio “Jojo” dela'
Victoria took part of. Dela
Victoria was gunned down |
at the gate of his house in'
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He said they are closely coordinating

vehicle with his 12-year-old daughter when
the back of his car was bumped. He and

ASs

w e

marenisuo na,
Ayuman and Jose P. Sollano

speaké

SaNg OUINE. — TUaRiiig v.

Operatives of the National
Bureau of Investigation, which
composed the Visayan Sea
Squadron Strike Force, seized
four commercial fishing boats
illegally fishing off the coastal
waters of the municipality of
Bantayan.

Members of the sea squad-
ron conducted a seaborn pa-
trol yesterday dawn within the
15-kilometer radius of the mu-
nicipal waters of Bantayan when
they chanced upon the four
commercial fishing boats.

Squadron commander and
environmental lawyer Antonio
Oposa said that the fishing bosts
were using aclive fishing gears,
which is not allowead within the
municipal waters, because itis

4 commercial fishing boats seized in Bantaya

destructlive to corals.

Oposa said they will file at
least 10 charges againsl the
operators of the fishing boats
inciuding the boat caplains who
were arrested by the team.
Names of the arrested boat
captains, however, are still with-
held.

He added that the charges
Lthat they will be filing today be-
fore the Cebu Provincial Pros-
ecutor's Office would include vi-
olation of the Fisheries Code for
using active fishing gears in the
municipal waters, using of fish-
ing gears destructive to corals,
using fine mesh nets and unau-
thorized fishing.

Further, Oposa said thoy
will also file charges for viola-

tion of the social security law
agalnst the fishing operators for
allegedly not remitting the SSS
premiums of the crew mem-
bers, violation of Republic Act
7610 otherwise known as child
abuse because two of the crew
members were below 18 years
old.

Oposa sald they will also ask
the Bureau of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources for the can-
cellation ol the fishing license of
the operators including tax eva-
Sion

The four fishing boats, in-
clude three zippers and one
trawler, are now tied at the port
in Tabuelan. NBl execulive of-
ficer Emesto Macabare who
was with the leam led by agent

Fi
Jose Hermie Monsanto said that
they have yet to identify the fish-
ing operators who are report-
edly from Escalante, Negros
Occocidental and Banlayan.

Oposa said he will also file
charges against the local offi-
cials of the nearest barangay
where the arrest was made.
According to Oposa, the baran-
qgay officials should have coor-
dinated with the municipal offi-
ciale because mayor Geralyn
Escario-Cafiares is very sup-
portive of the anti-illegal fishing
campaign.

In fact, Oposa said they
have awarded Canares for her
active supporl to the Visayan
Sea Squadron. —Fred P.
Languido




Authorities seize boxes

of blasted fish in M'daue

by Suzzane Salva-Alueta

Mg FRYPORTES

ruckload of dy

namited hiah was

Jd DY men
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Cemvar Marandarie of
the Bareau ol Fisheries
and Agquatic Resources
BEAR) said the value of
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The boxes of fish wen
loaded 10 an Isuzu van
with plate number YDD
o9y

The NBI arrested the
Cargo s consignee Edgar
Nepangue along with
Romald and Luclane Tan
lawan Ir.. Rodolfo Okl
gan and Teodoro
Cabahug

Charges of illegal fist
ing and anti-fencing will
be filed against them to
MOTIOW

The NBI is still con
hrming whege the blasted
fish came [ror

Fencing

prepare charges agamst
local officials from where
the fish were sourced
Who allowed this to
happen! Nagranga lang
Ha hey are heing

stupid ). It shows the neg

i
Hgence and tolerance on
the part of these officials

We would no longer

stand and see these thin
|||)‘;"'|'.|x|§:. if il sula,
Pamahawad me sd inyony
position (1 they are in
competent, they better
leave their posts),” h
Oposa sad
NBI's Rey Puno said an
informant tipped them
about an Isuzu Elf loaded
with dynamite hishing
itch taken from the port
in Hagnaya in San Reme-
210 town, northern Cebu,
The fish allegedly came
from somewhere in Ne-
Qros
The van was intercept
ed about 6:30 p.m. Friday
in barangay Basak, Man
daue Citv
oS way o
market 1n
Pasil, Cebu
ey e | type of fish
are to be delivered to
yOme restaurants 1o the
aty,” Pano sad
Ihe seized boxes of fish
were distributed to the
Department of Social
Welfare and De¢ \Ll\'l'
ment and Mandaue City
fall, /WITH REPORTS FROM CARIME
M. ASUTRLA

MEMBERS of the Visayan Seas Squatian foad the fishes caugfit through dynamite fishing in styro foam boxes. The blasted fish will be

tlonated to the Mandaue City jasl
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Explosi

4 fishermen face complaint for ‘illegal fishit,,

Seized were 30 boites
of binave, three bags of
Ao nitrzte and 41
pienes of blascing caps from
Lopex's hat; 20 bottles of
binave from Lumuntad’s

improdsed explosives. Medardo de Lemos.
ooz, Gode-  “Informanon wWas The agency conducted :
41 local fieriren @ surveillance opérationin  agents wiho canductad sur-

Named respoad

fetie Anvomo Oonca Ju fournd  wer Fidwis
four mee fshermen 4 feedo lomuatad, Emilio  cera
g epvavinen; dula Peia 2nd Belen inthe Bantavan grovpofis:  Barangays Dot Gamay, veillance in lne a=a
Oposa, along he Legitimas, ail of Mamba- lands, pacicalarly i Diot Dake, Kinararcas. NBI 7 conducted an
e e Cammay Bani.  Membacevan, Dior Gamey,  Lipavean, Doon, Butuigis  operation in Q2 3nea fast
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