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EXPLANATORY NOTYE
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The Commission on Higher Education (CHED} and the Professional Regulation
Cormmission (PRC) are nationtal government agencies which were both created io implement the
constitutional mandate of the State to protect and promote the right of all citizens to guality
higher education. In principle, their respective duties and mandates have been clearly delineated
CHED's focus 1s the maintenance of standards in hisher education so that the academic
formation and training of students will prepare them for their chosen professions. PRC on the
other hand works to ensure that the practice of such professions will be epen only to those whe
meet the standards reflected in iicensure examinations.

This distinction between the functions of the two agencies has been inadvertentiy blurred
by the following provision in the PRC Modernization Act of 2000:

Section 11. Person to Teach Subjects for Licensure Examinaiton On Al

Professions — All subjects for licensure examinations shall be taught by persons who are
holders of valid certificates of registration and valid professional licenses of the

profession and wno comply with the cther requirements of the CHED.  sfompiuisis
sipplied )

This provision has caused some confusion in tertiary educators. For what CHED requires
of faculty who are handling courses in the tertiary level {inciuding general education courses) is
a master’s degree. A professional license is required only of those who teach in professional
courses which are included in licensure examinations. PRC, per Section }1, requires that aii who
teach subjects that are also imcidentally board examination subjects, whether teaching in senetal
or professional education CoUrses, MuUst POSSess a professional iicense

To settle this problem of contradiction in policies. the authomnry 1o deterinine the

RV

minimum qualifications of faculty in higher education must be vested in CHED aione, 1t being
the agency that has the mandate io regulate higher education  An amendmeni to this etfect in the
PRC Modernization Act of 2600 must be made. :

In view of the foregoing, approvat of this bill is highiy recommended
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AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 11 ()}7‘ REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8981, OTHERWISE
KNOWN AS THE PROFESSIONAL REGULATION COMMISSION (PRO)
MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2000

Be it enacted by the Senate and louse of Representatives of the Philippmes in
Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Section 11 of the Professional Regulation Commussion (PRC)
Modermization Act of 2000 1s hereby amended as follows:

“Section V1. Persons ia teach subjects for Licensure Lxaminaiion on
all Professions. --- The policies, standards and requirements of professtonal
academic programs in the area of faculty as prescribed by the Commission on
Higher Education in consultation with the respective professional boards shall
be recognized by the Commission and complied with by higher education
institutions

SEC. 2. Repealing Clause. - All laws, rules and ordinances inconsistent with this Act
are hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

SEC 3 [Jffectivity. - This Act shall take effect fifleen (15) davs after 1ts publication
i at least two (2) national newspapers of general circulation.

Approved,



