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We started with 3,500, palakpakan natin ang ating mga sarili. Sinabi ko talagang we started from 3,500, more than
3,500 actually now we're down to the last 350, palakpakan natin ang ating mga sarili! Tingnan ninyo ang mga katabi
ninyo, parang kailan lang nandiyan sila, ngayon wala na sila, gone too soon. Maraming salamat sa lahat ng nagsidalo
sa 2025 CEAP National Convention. Mabuhay po kayong lahat! Problema ng iba kung paano sila lilipad ng eroplano,
punong-puno yung kanilang mga bag; nag excess baggage pa yung iba.

For the synthesis of this convention, allow me to present a compilation of reminders that hopefully you can carry
them home. Cardinal Advincula said, “We cannot uplift synodality without humility and simplicity. We will have no
time to listen if we have no care for the small and ordinary.”

In a similar Spirit, Bishop Ayuban, Bishop of the Diocese of Cubao, reminded us “.. so often in life, when we face
problems, conflicts, or difficulties... our adequate response as Christians cannot be hatred, but rather prayer,
forgiveness, and a renewed commitment to the truth.”

So inspiring Bishop Charlie Inzon, Chair of the Episcopal Commission on Catholic Education, reminded us “Our synodal
journey should make our schools not just centers of learning but communities of discernment, solidarity and hope.”

Fr. Karel San Juan SJ, our CEAP President, was very clear when he said, “We learn to fight for hope, to organize for
hope, to mobilize for it, to be disciplined, to work and struggle for it.”

The very charming Cardinal Tagle inspired the assembly, emphasizing that “Hope is walking humbly with God and the
humble ones, walking with freedom through critical inquiry and discernment, and walking with diverse cultures and
communities.”

Bishop Soc, in that very short, but very meaningful address, said, “Catholic schools are Schools of hope, champions of
holiness amidst tension and conflict; free and faithful in Christ, who is our hope!”
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On Hope in Youth Leadership, we are reminded by Justice Sereno, in a very powerful presentation, “The most
intelligent thing the youth can do is to believe in God.”

In the Hope in Service Learning, “Education is not a process that ends once we leave the classrooms or library; it
continues throughout life; in our daily encounters with others and on the paths we take.”

In the challenge of that concurrent session on Hope in Home-School Partnership, we are reminded that “Parents and
families must allow the light of the Gospel to radiate daily in their homes.”

Hope in truth-telling reminded us powerfully that “In a world where everything may seem like entertainment, telling
the truth creatively, consistently and courageously is a radical and hope-filled act.”

From these very powerful messages, three questions can be reflected upon as we head back home. Number one,
“how can Catholic schools rediscover and proclaim Christ as the true source of hope beyond prestige, performance,
or power so that education forms disciples who not only excel academically but also witness prophetically to truth,
justice, and love in a broken society?

Second, “In light of the Gospel call to 'walk humbly with God,' how might our schools structurally and pedagogically
prioritize solidarity with the poor, accompaniment of the youth, and dialogue with diverse cultures so that hope
becomes a lived and transformative practice?

And lastly, if hope is the path that leads us home to God and to one another, what concrete reforms in curriculum,
leadership, and community engagement must we pursue so that Catholic education becomes a credible evangelizing
force for national renewal?

We will head back home. That is for sure with so much Hope In our hearts as CEAP.

See you next year in Cebu, September 22 to 25. God Bless CEAP. Mabuhay po tayong lahat!



