Gathering the Wax: Youth Lighting the Flame of Honesty and Hope

In the heavy, silent darkness of a prison cell, Benigno "Ninoy" Aquino Jr., a former Philippine senator,
penned a poem that would eventually become the heartbeat of a nation in longing. In his work, The Candle of My
Life, he described himself as a "burning candle in the dark with no one to benefit from the light". He watched as
the wax slowly melted away, realizing that soon the wick would burn out and the light would be gone forever.
However, he offered a beautiful, prophetic challenge to those who would follow him: "If someone will only gather
the melted wax, re-shape it, give it a new wick—for another fleeting moment my candle can once again light the
dark". This image of a reshaped light, born from the remnants of sacrifice, serves as the ultimate metaphor for the

1986 EDSA People Power Revolution and the duty of the youth today.

Forty years, but to many, it felt like yesterday. The 1986 EDSA Revolution stands in our history as a
pivotal event where Filipinos gathered to protest authoritarianism and demand clean, fair, and honest elections. It
was a moment where the spirit of the people was clarified. For four days in February, everything seemed possible
as a crowd of awed millions stood against tanks and soldiers with nothing but rosaries and flowers. Yet, as a young
Filipino, I must ask: how does a story from forty years ago relate to the problems I see in our country today? The

answer lies in the “wax” Ninoy left behind.

True courage for a young Filipino today does not begin with a grand revolution on a highway. It begins
with the individual decision to make small but meaningful choices to live with integrity. We often mistakenly
believe that courage is only found in loud, heroic acts, but history reminds us that it is also found within quiet
moments, in small, daily acts of perseverance, and within the hearts of ordinary people choosing to do the right
thing despite their fear. In the Kartilya ng Katipunan, Emilio Jacinto teaches us that "the life that is not consecrated
to a lofty and reasonable purpose is a tree without a shade, if not a poisonous weed". This lofty purpose he spoke of

is not found in fame or wealth, but in the quiet, passionate refusal to be dishonest.

The highest form of love is sacrifice. In my life as a student, this looks like showing honesty in my doings
even when the pressure to succeed is overwhelming, and having the fortitude to stand up for classmates who are

being bullied or oppressed. By doing this, I follow the command to defend the oppressed and fight the oppressor.



We must remember that the 1986 EDSA People Power Revolution was only possible because individuals chose to
listen to their own conscience rather than submit to the culture of silence imposed by fear during the time of

martial law.

Courage, then, is not a one-time explosion of bravery but it is rather the daily act of preferring honor to
personal gain. It is the refusal to remain silent when something is clearly wrong, recognizing that "to the honorable
man, his word is sacred". When we choose to be honest in our motives and actions, we are gathering that melted

wax of our ancestors' integrity and love to make sure we give it a new wick of youth-led passion.

While courage guides our actions, honesty today means protecting our national history from the dangerous
shadow of historical revisionism and lies. We live in an era where ongoing projects of revisionism attempt to
sanitize the Marcos years, turning a period of arrested liberties and extrajudicial murders into a polished,
misleading narrative of progress. Dr. José Rizal famously warned that "the less you remember your history, the

more likely you are to repeat your mistakes over and over again".

During the years of authoritarian rule, information was a weapon of the state. The press was muzzled, and
many Filipinos were impoverished by a system that preferred ignorance over enlightenment. In 1986, the people
finally refused to accept the lie of a rigged election. They relied on Radio Veritas, which became a major control

center for protest communications, to share the truth when the government tried to hide it.

Today, as a young Filipino, I am challenged to protect the truth against the modern colonization of foreign
minds by our own countrymen found in fake news and online misinformation. Honesty means being prudent in
words while loudly speaking the truth for the nation’s well-being, ensuring that the “divine flame of thought” in

our people is never extinguished. This is an act of love for our history.

The story of EDSA further teaches us that hope is not merely a passive feeling or a wish for a better future;
it is a form of meaningful citizen participation that demands we engage with our communities. Hope stays alive

only when we act as "watchdogs" to ensure clean, honest, and fair outcomes in our society. This is central to the



theory of participatory democracy where citizens do not just wait for leaders to act but take part in the actual

formulation and implementation of a better society.

During the 1986 snap elections, hope was not found in people sitting at home; it was found in the
vigilantes and volunteers who monitored the precincts and milled around municipal halls to protect the vote. For a
student today, showing hope means participating in school activities such as student council elections, helping in
the community through activities like community drives, and respecting others’ opinions to ensure that the popular

will is always expressed.

To prevent the return of predatory regimes that exploit our political institutions, the youth must act as the
nervous system of the country. In the past, the "brain" of the country was concentrated in a few, but Rizal
envisioned a time when enlightenment would manifest itself throughout the "whole nervous system" of the people.
Today, young people like me are more active online and in school communities than ever before, giving us the
immense power to spread either the truth or destructive misinformation. As Filipino youth, we must tell the truth

that empowers and sets people free.

Overdependence poisons the Filipinos’ democratic way of life. Hope only survives when we stop waiting
for someone else to fix our problems and start gaining practical experience in decision-making within our own
circles. By practicing righteousness in daily life, we promote the common good that keeps the light of hope from

becoming a shattered showcase once again.

We are the successors to the demonstration effect that inspired democracy around the world. Like Ninoy’s
candle, we must gather the melted wax of the lessons from 1986 while remembering both the triumphs of liberty
and the failures of the post-EDSA era. We must be the generation that stays awake, fulfilling the words of the
Pilosopo Tasio: "Not all were asleep in the night-time of our grandparents". Staying awake means remaining
vigilant, and ensuring the sacrifices made for our freedom are never discarded. Our motive must be a genuine love

for the country, even if we were born in the wilderness of modern problems.

As we approach the 40th anniversary of the People Power Revolution, we must look closely at what we

have gathered from the altar of our history. The true mission of EDSA is successfully accomplished not only in



history books or on monuments, but when young Filipinos choose to live with integrity, purpose, and active
goodness every day. If we are honest and faithful to our word, the longed-for sun of Liberty will continue to rise

brilliantly over our land.

Courage for a young Filipino today means choosing honesty even when it is difficult, and hope means
believing that our actions, no matter how small, can help light the way for others. Let us not let our lives be like
poisonous weeds Jacinto spoke of. Let us be the trees offering protection and truth to those who need it most. The
light of 1986 is not a fading memory but a flame waiting for us to provide a new wick of kindness and love. Let us
be of service to our country one more time, ensuring that the divine flame of thought shines forth to compel

recognition for a brighter, more honest, and more hopeful Philippines.
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