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BREAK THE HOLD OF DYNASTIES

“When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice; but when the wicked rule, the
people groan.” -Proverbs 29:2

A Quadripartite Statement Against Political Dynasties of the Catholic Educational Association
of the Philippines (CEAP), Simbahang Lingkod ng Bayan (SLB), CBCP-Episcopal Commission on
Catholic Education (CBCP-ECCE), and Caritas Philippines

We have lived long enough under a democracy that repeatedly postpones its
promise. The 1987 Constitution clearly mandates the prohibition of political
dynasties, yet nearly four decades later, silence and inaction have allowed these
formations to grow unchecked, like vines entwining the beams of our institutions.
Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism (PClJ) in 2025 reports that 212 of 254
(83.4%) congressional districts are under political dynasties, 70.4% under "fat
dynasties.” These patterns are not abstract. They correlate with entrenched poverty,
fragile governance, and the erosion of equality. It is no longer just a constitutional
delay but a slow unmaking of the common good.

Political dynasties distort the meaning of public service, transforming elective
office into a hereditary privilege rather than a mission of responsibility. When power
rotates across spouses, children, cousins, and in-laws, new leaders and innovative
solutions are systematically blocked. Patronage networks become invisible walls,
turning what should be a field of free competition into a closed corridor guarded by
name recall and inherited machinery. Many dynasties extend influence beyond
politics, controlling local economies, businesses, and permits, compounding
inequality. As early as 1997, the CBCP in its Pastoral Exhortation on Philippine Politics
warned us of the behavior of political families that see public office as a “private
property to be passed on from one generation to another.” We remind our public
officials once again: Public office is a trust, not a private property.

While several legislative measures, such as House Bills 5905, 209, 4784, and 2037,
as well as Senate Bills 1548, 1558, and 285, among others, have been filed to curb
dynastic abuse, closer scrutiny reveals that some fall short, thus requires
strengthening to fully close loopholes and ensure equitable political participation.
True and honest reform requires systemic measures that reflect these provisions:
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1. Restrict close relatives up to the fourth civil degree of consanguinity or
affinity from simultaneously holding or consecutively occupying elective
positions, while preserving the principle of separate local and national
representation.

2. Limit a maximum of two relatives per family to hold an elective position:
one may hold a local office and one a national position, without overlapping
jurisdiction.

3. Eliminate avenues for circumvention, such as substitution, rotation, or
position-swapping, ensuring political opportunities remain open to new
leaders.

4. Institute a reasonable mandatory pause for term-limited officials and their
close relatives before seeking the same office, creating space for fresh
leadership while still allowing eligible individuals to pursue other offices.

5. Apply these restrictions to party-list representatives, closing loopholes that
would otherwise allow political families to maintain undue influence.

As a community grounded in faith and education, we recognize the moral weight
of this issue. A political culture built on dynastic privilege contradicts the
principles of justice, human dignity, shared responsibility, and service to the
common good. We call on civil society to remain vigilant, educational
institutions to cultivate ethically and critically minded citizens, Congress to act
with integrity and courage, and the Executive Branch to champion reform not as
a political maneuver but as a moral imperative.

To the youth, we speak with hope. Reject the cynicism that surrounds you.
Proactively engage in civic and political life with clarity, courage, and conscience.
Demand accountability. Insist that leadership be earned, not inherited. The
passage of a genuine political dynasty prohibition law is a collective step toward a
future where political space is broadened, new voices are empowered, and
equality is no longer deferred but fully realized.

Let us heed the words of Pope Leo XIV: “We must be increasingly committed to
resolving the structural causes of poverty; this cannot be delayed. Society must
be cured of a sickness that weakens and frustrates it, and mere welfare projects
are only provisional responses. Inequality remains the root of social ills.” (DT, 94)

Therefore, let us break the hold of dynasties. In faith and solidarity, we commit to
structural reform now—for justice, for the poor, for the common good.
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