CBCP Episcopal Commission on
Catholic Education

EXPEDITE SUBSIDY RELEASE

CEAP and CBCP ECCE Appeal for the Immediate Release of Government Subsidies to Private Schools

The Catholic Educational Association of the Philippines (CEAP) and the CBCP-
Episcopal Commission on Catholic Education (ECCE) respectfully appeal to the
Department of Education and the Department of Budget and Management for the
immediate release of the remaining government subsidies and voucher program
assistance due to private educational institutions for School Year 2025-2026. While
the academic year has already concluded in early April 2026, a considerable number
of private schools, particularly small and financially vulnerable institutions, have yet
to receive their Educational Service Contracting (ESC) subsidies and their students’
Senior High School Voucher Program assistance that are essential to sustaining their
operations. Many of these schools serve low-income communities and continue to
rely heavily on government assistance programs in order to keep education
accessible, maintain personnel, and meet operational obligations. The continued
delay has placed serious strain on school finances at a time when institutions are
already preparing for the next academic year.

The urgency of this matter is further heightened by rising operational costs and the
continuing pressures associated with the current energy situation, including
Increased electricity expenses that directly affect school operations, administrative
functions, and maintenance of learning facilities. Delayed subsidy releases also
affect the timely payment of salaries and benefits of teaching and non-teaching
personnel, the settlement of utilities and contractual obligations, the procurement of
instructional materials, and the schools’ overall capacity to prepare adequately for
incoming learners. For many small private schools, especially those in underserved
areas, the financial assistance of the government is a strong lifeline that enables
them to continue participating in the shared national responsibility of delivering
education.

We respectfully emphasize that Republic Act No. 8545 recognizes the vital role of
private educational institutions as partners of the State in expanding access to
quality education and expressly provides for government assistance and subsidy
mechanisms to support private education, including the subsidizing of salaries of
private school teachers. The spirit and intent of the law affirm the principle of
public-private complementarity in education and underscore the State’s
commitment to sustaining the viability of private schools that help decongest the
public education system. In this light, we humbly urge the concerned agencies to
facilitate the prompt processing and release of the pending subsidies and voucher
program assistance in the interest of educational continuity, institutional stability,
and the welfare of both learners and educators across the country
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