Seeing Our Nation Anew

A CEAP Statement in Response to the 2026 State of the Nation Address

Every State of the Nation Address asks the country to look at itself. Beyond the
accomplishments recounted and the promises renewed lies a deeper question: What
kind of nation are we becoming? The answer cannot rest on statistics alone. It is
revealed in the moral quality of our institutions, the credibility of our public servants,
the dignity afforded to the poor, the confidence of workers and families, and the hope
entrusted to the young. In this light, the government’s determined pursuit of
accountability in public works, its efforts to safeguard overseas Filipino workers,
strengthen food security, prepare communities for disasters, and shield ordinary
Filipinos from economic uncertainty are encouraging signs that deserve to endure
beyond this moment.

Yet every administration ultimately leaves behind more than roads, railways, or
economic gains. It leaves a civic culture. It shapes what a people learn to admire,
tolerate, or reject. We therefore hope that the same clarity of purpose brought to
infrastructure, governance, and economic recovery finds equal expression in the
work of education. We continue to call upon DepEd, CHED, TESDA, Congress,
educational institutions and partners, families, and all who share responsibility for
the nation’s future to restore learning with urgency, uphold the dignity of teachers,
cultivate integrity in public life, and form citizens capable of critical thinking and
discernment, compassion, and responsible leadership. The country’s greatest
investment remains the Filipino people.

As Catholic educators, we believe that the future of our country is formed long before
itis governed. It is formed wherever truth is taught without compromise, where
conscience is awakened, where solidarity overcomes indifference, and where young
people discover that love of country is measured by sacrifice rather than personal
ambition. Seeing our nation anew therefore calls us beyond optimism or criticism. It
calls us to renew the moral imagination of our people, so that the progress we seek
is reflected not only in what the nation accomplishes, but in the character it forms
and the humanity it chooses to uphold.
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