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Last October 2025, Pope Leo XIV described the educational mission of the Church as a true “constellation
of hope,” in which schools, universities, religious congregations, families, and lay people collaborate to
form the hearts and minds of students and learners.

Catholic education in the Philippines is over 460 years old.

And for 85 long years, our association, the Catholic Educational Association of the Philippines, CEAP,
founded in 1941, has been serving this mission of Catholic education, with our current membership of
more than 1500 schools in all regions in the country. Inspired by Pope Leo XIV’s current teaching, we may
ask, how is Catholic education in the Philippines a constellation of hope? And also, how does CEAP facilitate
this mission of drawing new maps of hope, new brilliant points of light, in the Philippines and beyond?

To guide us let us use the very popular Zodiac constellations. The twelve Zodiac signs are clustered into
the four classical elements, the four elements of nature: Earth, Air, Water, and Fire.

Each element represents a vital dimension of how Philippine Catholic schools, universities, and
communities can burn brightly together, forming a constellation of hope, in the dark skies of our country
and world today.

First, the Earth element, which includes the zodiac signs Taurus, Virgo, and Capricorn. Earth represents
stability and roots.

Catholic education has always been rooted in context and culture. We are grounded in concrete realities
of our country and the world, and we proceed according to direction and inspiration of our Church. As St
Pope John Paul Il proclaimed, authentic Catholic schools are “born from the heart of the Church,” ex corde
ecclesiae.

Hence in CEAP, for 85 years, we follow our Church, in its decrees, Papal encyclicals, letters, and teachings.
We disseminate and reflect on the pronouncements of Pope Leo XIV, like Dilexit Te, Magnifica Humanitas,
and Drawing New Maps of Hope in Education, and all the teachings of Pope Francis like Laudato Si.

We heed the calls of our bishops and archbishops, the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines, the
CBCP. These and many others, like the very rich Church Social Teachings, we allow to direct our work of
education and nation building.

They constitute the Earth element of our constellation, providing us the roots, the grounding in our
Christian faith, our fundamental values, the stability of our mission.
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Second, the Air element, which includes the Zodiac sighs Gemini, Libra, and Aquarius.

Air represents intellect, communication, and connection. Catholic education is committed to intellectual
formation. It forges and celebrates community. It contributes to building bridges between and among all
things that differentiate and divide us: social status, race, gender, culture.

For 85 years, CEAP has supported excellence in learning, inquiry, and research. In this complex era of
disinformation and deception, we fight for critical thinking and truth telling.

We walk together in the journey of faith, as community, in the spirit and structure of synodality.

We deepen our capacities in listening, conversation, and dialogue. In the process we create a
counterculture that lessens tendencies toward domination, discrimination, and isolation. As community,
we together breathe this Air element, with newness, openness, and dynamism.

Third, the Water element, composed of the Zodiac signs Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces. These signs are
characterized by intuition, depth of feeling, and healing. Water lends itself to capacities of empathy, care,
and accompaniment. All these resonate with Catholic education, and our duty as educators to care for our
learners, our teachers, and everyone involved in this work, which we call more deeply, as ministry, as
apostolate, as vocation.

CEAP for 85 years has been committed to this pastoral care in education.

Our schools are places of healing, as we accompany our people face challenges of mental health, difficult
circumstances, and specific struggles of life and work. Our schools are oases of hope for many, as we form
communities that support wellness, integration, and growth.

Pope Leo XIV has emphasized our role in deepening the interiority of our students and staff, an interiority
that leads to discernment, which the Pope says as our role as well, to help facilitate the discernment of
vocations among our learners, and among all those whose lives we touch. This Water element of our
mission pushes us to flow more meaningfully and go ever more deeply in our Christian formation work in
CEAP.

Fourth and last, the Fire element. Fire covers the Zodiac signs Aries, Leo, and Sagittarius, with their innate
qualities of energy, passion, and initiative. The meaning and spirit of Fire cover the impulse toward change,
the imperative of newness, and the leadership that makes all these happen.

For the past 85 years, CEAP has helped form leaders in our schools and communities who will lead after
the heart of our Lord Jesus, as pastor and as prophet, sensitive to the signs of the times, courageous in
calling for change and transformation. We have called this leadership as prophetic: it is centered on
mission, the mission of building the Kingdom of God, and fighting for its values of compassion, solidarity,
justice, especially for the poor and marginalized.
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Hence, through the years we have seen how CEAP, with passion and humility, has been engaged in active
advocacy: advocacy for a better educational system in our country, advocacy for a more just, equitable,
and sustainable society and world.

Our JEEPGY framework commits us to all these, engages us in the critical issues of our time, like the
continuing centrality of ethics, humanities and liberal education in the context of Al, technology, and
pressures in workforce development.

We continue to fight corruption, and push for integrity and accountability in the practice of leadership and
power.

Hence, all these elements of the constellation — Earth, Air, Water, and Fire — describe our spirit in CEAP.
The rootedness and stability of Earth, the intelligence and compassion of Air, the depth and care of Water,
the passion and energy of Fire.

Together stars unite and constitute the constellation of our commitments in CEAP: for church and country,
for schools and community, for pastoral care, for prophetic leadership. In the past 85 years, in the current
challenges of our time, and into the future of our service and mission.

All centered, always centered, in our Morning Star, our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, His wonder and beauty,
His mystery and love, ever ancient, ever new, ever the source of our light and constellation in CEAP. May
we in CEAP shine brightly together, this light of Jesus, as hope to our country and to our world. Amen.



