
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CEAP NATCON 2026 OPENING MESSAGE 
by Fr. Karel S. San Juan, SJ 
 
God says in the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (43:19): 
 
“See, I am doing something new! 
Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” 
 
We gather again this year to perceive this newness coming from the Lord.  
 
What new paths is God showing us in Catholic education? Where does God want us to 
proceed as a community? Where is our mission headed?  
 
It must be like gazing at the skies. Dark skies filled with stars. Stars when seen together 
creating a pattern, a picture. To be discerned. To be followed like the Magi in Bethlehem. 
 
 The constellation that Pope Leo XIV offers as a powerful image for us educators to ponder.  
 
It must be like finding beauty in an otherwise dull, bleak, and threatening celestial darkness. 
That the world of darkness, chaos, and confusion is redeemed by brilliant points of light, 
positioned and designed by the Hand of God, connected to emit more brightness, forming a 
unity of light that radiates hope, hope that brings joy. 
 
The Pope beholding our community to be constellations of hope.  
 
On our 85th year as a national association, CEAP, in this our national convention, once 
again proclaims this hope, this light, this joy. In this Convention, we shall, as in the passage 
from Isaiah, perceive and discern this newness from God.  
 
And in discernment, we commit ourselves anew, to realize this newness. Like newness in 
pastoral education, in formative education, skills education, global education, civic 
education, ecological education.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The second part of the passage states: 
 
“In the wilderness I make a way, in the wasteland, rivers.” 
 
This is what we shall recommit to in this Convention: the way of the Lord, pathways of clarity 
amid uncertainty, refreshing rivers amid resignation and powerlessness over overwhelming 
issues -- in our world of education, in our schools, campuses, homes, communities.  
 
In the vast reach of our CEAP regions. In our homeland. In our world. The Lord, our Good 
Shepherd leads. He leads us to green pastures and still waters. He restores our souls. He 
gives us courage to fight evil. He comforts and anoints us. He heals us.  
 
And thus, will our mission of transformative education be renewed. Our commitment to 
social change, sustainable development, and peace be strengthened. Our togetherness as 
a robust synodal community of Catholic educators be deepened.  
 
Let thus our Convention be this, a renewal of our commitment to the way of our Lord: 
 
To continue reforming Philippine education, where the poor have greater access, more 
sustainable schools, excellent in the service of instruction-formation-research-and-
outreach, oases of love-healing-safety-and-wellness. 
 
To continue living out His way in community and society, staying the course, holding 
the line of our struggle to better our country and our world: caring for the poor and 
powerless, fighting injustice, opting for non-violence, responding to climate emergency, 
transforming politics, making our Church Social Teachings alive.  
 
And as Pope Leo declares, as his many predecessors did, to continue asserting the human 
person, as central and magnificent, amid all that negate and minimize it -- uncontrolled and 
irresponsible AI-technology-algorithm, secularism, nihilism, authoritarianism, and others. 
We are called now more than ever to behold the human, a gift and a responsibility, never 
artificial, shining in authenticity; human life, dignity, and transcendence precious, 
protected, and preserved. As Catholic educators, this is our primordial role. Education as 
proceeding from the very heart and soul of our Church, ex corde Ecclesiae.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
And so thus, our Convention begins as our grand communal discernment as CEAP, our 
sincere and humble renewal of our commitment and responsibility, to listen and follow the 
way of the Lord, the source of our light, the pattern of our constellation, the pathway of our 
mission, the only grace we need, our prayer, our power and strength, our love, our hope, our 
joy.  
 
Let our Convention be a celebration and praise of the Lord who brings us together. May our 
community be blessed! May the Lord be with us always!  
 
Welcome to our National Convention!  
 
Daghang salamat kaninyong tanan!!! 
 
[“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see 
everything has become new” (2 Cor 5:17) 
 
Revelation 21:5 
New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition 
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.”] 
 
 


